














































HISTORY AT-A-GLANCE 

"I really haven't been unfairly tough 
on industry. I've just tried to con­
vince industry people that they, too, 
are citizens of this state and ought 
to clean up their act. Some of them 
have, and I congratulate them on 
that." 

The late Steve Gacller 
Member, MPCABoard 1967-1981, 
1983-1985 
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1977-1978 

MPCA participates in study of envi-
ronmental impacts of copper-nickel 
mining. 

Western Lake Superior Sanitary Dis-
trict begins operating. 

Noise barriers erected along free-
ways. 

Reserve Mining adds control equip-
ment for airborne emissions. 

Solid Waste Division reviews chemi-
cal waste land-disposal project; can-
didate sites rejected. 

MPCA Board revokes first landfill 
permit, due to ground-water contami-
nation. 

Water Quality Division begins new 
emphasis on controlling toxic pollu-
tan ts. 

MPCA drafts hazardous-waste rules. 

Minnesota Supreme Court orders 
construction of on-land disposal ba-
sin for Reserve Mining tailings. 

1979-1980 

Reserve stops discharging taconite 
tailings into Lake Superior, March 
1980. 

Agency adopts "208" nonpoint-
source program. 

MPCA conducts demonstration vehi-
cle-inspection and maintenance pro-
gram in Metro Area; 44 percent of ve-
hides fail emission inspection. 

MPCA adopts "cradle to grave" haz-
ardous-waste rules. 

Waste Management Act passed. 

MPCA acid-rain investigation autho-
rized. 

Federal Superfund enacted. 

MPCA establishes Hazardous Waste 
Strike Force; 25 dump sites identi-
fied. 



HISTORY AT-A-GLANCE 

1981-1982 1983-1984 1985-1987 

Agency revises air-quality rules, MPCA begins program to identify Agency adopts plan to control acid 
holds 59 days of formal public hear- toxic air pollutants. rain, a national first. 
ings, the longest administrative hear-
ingever. State Superfund law enacted. Permits issued requiring separated 

storm and sanitary sewers in 'l\vin 
Pinhole-sized leak in Williams Pipe- Cleanup begins on two major hazard- Cities by end of 10 years. 
line in Maplewood loses 100,000 gal- ous waste sites, FMC Fridley and the 
Ions of gasoline. 3M-Oakdale dump. MPCA authorized to conduct hazard-

ous-waste regulatory program in lieu 
Bemidji wastewater treatment issues MPCA begins study of underground of EPA. 
resolved; permit issued. storage tanks. 

Cleanup agreement reached regard-
Hazardous waste cleanup in Isanti MPCA encourages reporting of arse- ing former Reilly Tar and Chemical 
County first such use of federal Su- nic caches; pickup and disposal fol- Corp. hazardous waste site in St. 
perfund by any state; PCI cleanup lows. Louis Park. 
under way in Shakopee. 

MPCA authorized to eliminate waste Pilot household hazardous-waste col-
Investigations begin of contaminated tire dumps. lection programs conducted. 
soil and ground water from former 
Reilly Tar and Chemical Corp. site in Ambient ground-water monitoring MPCA investigates extent and risk 
St. Louis Park. begins. of lead contamination of soils. 

Acid Deposition Control Act passed. Legislature requires MPCA certifi- Williams Pipeline explodes in 
cates of need for new solid waste Mounds View; two people die in fire. 
landfills. 

State enacts new laws to control pipe-
Conservation Foundation ranks Min- lines, underground tanks, polluted 
nesota first in nation in environmen- runoff, household hazardous waste; 
tal effort. replenishes funds for wastewater 

treatment grants, state superfund. 
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THE MPCA FUTURE 

"We, the people, are the polluters. 
As a society, we can determine qual­
ity of life we want to maintain. After 
deciding, we must individually act 
to maintain that quality of life, and 
we must also be willing to pay the 
cost and to be involved." 

Duane Dahlberg 
Member, MPCA Board 1982-

A s the MPCA moves beyond its 
second decade, it is clear that 

much progress has been made. A 
Conservation Foundation study re­
port in 1984 indicated that its staff 
had found Minnesota ranking first 
among the states in its effort to pro­
vide a high-quality environment for 
its citizens. 

But we today are very much aware 
of what yet needs to be done, and 
concern is great because the prob­
lems are less obvious. We fear what 
we cannot see - the invisible parts­
per-billion in the air and water that 
could affect public health, the water 
pollution resulting not from the dis­
charge at the end of a pipe but from 
the natural runoff of precipitation 
heedlessly allowed to carry pollution 

Household sorting of garbage into recyclable items is key to breaking the landfill habit. 
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to our lakes and streams, and the 
acid rain that falls long distances 
from the source of air pollutants. 

The MPCA must now extend its ef­
forts to newly emerging problems 
while continuing its traditional pol­
lution control programs. In many 
cases, these new problems are more 
difficult to solve, involving complex 
political, economic and cultural con­
siderations as well as the technical. 
Information, advice and cooperation 
from all sectors of society will be 
necessary if the solutions are to be 
equitable and effective. 

Minnesota residents care about 
their environment. Public support 
created the Agency and citizen sup­
port for its programs has enabled it 
to tackle new problems as they be­
came evident. Survey results in a re­
cent First Banks "Quality of Life 
Report" indicate that the public 
overwhelmingly opposes relaxing 
environmental standards. 

That enduring public concern de­
mands that the MPCA be unrelent­
ing in its protection of Minnesota's 
environment. I t has become increas­
ingly apparent, however, that much 
pollution can be prevented best by 
the individual decisions of Minne­
sota residents. These decisions in­
clude how we will handle our wastes, 
how we travel, whether we use dis­
posables or reusables and whether 
we care enough about our lakes and 
rivers to limit runoff pollution. The 
following page includes some sug­
gestions on how you can help to com­
bat pollution. With your assistance, 
we can help protect Minnesota's en­
vironment and the quality of life we 
enjoy. 



Reduce your solid waste 
output 

• Recycle your cans, bottles, paper 
and motor oil. 

• Make a soil-enriching compost 
pile for leaves, clippings and 
kitchen scraps. 

• Reduce your use of disposable 
products. 

• Don' t buy products in wasteful 
packaging. Buy returnable bever­
age containers, and fight litter. 

Protect water resources 

• Don't waste water. Fix leaky fau­
cets promptly and run washers 
only with full loads. Don't water 
lawns and gardens wastefully. 

• Go easy on fertilizers. Overap­
plied fertilizers can fertilize algae 
and weeds when they get into 
lakes and streams. Use a fertilizer 
low in phosphorous. 

• Make sw·e your septic system is 
working properly and not pollut­
ing your own well or a nearby 
lake. 

• Join t he MPCA's Citizen Lake­
Monitoring Program and help col­
lect water quality information on 
your favorite lake. Call (612) 296-
6300. 

• Avoid placing hazardous wastes 
in your trash. Use them up, give 
them away, or save them for a 
household hazardous waste collec­
tion program. 

Keep the air clean 

• Avoid unnecessary driving and 
keep your car tuned - the car is 
still our worst air polluter. Walk, 
ride the bus, bike, form car pools. 

• Conserve electricity. Even the 
best power plants are potential 
polluters. 

• If you have a wood-burning stove, 
be sure you admit enough air for it 
to burn at a high temperature. 
Don' t burn garbage or trash. 

Be a watchdog 

• Report pollution problems and 
suspected violations to the 
MPCA or your local officials. Call 
the MPCA at 296-6300 in the 
'Turin Cities metropolitan area or 
toll-free 1-800-652-9747 outside 
the metro area, or call your re­
gional MPCA office. 

Support strong pollution 
control laws 

• Lawmakers need to know that 
you care about a clean environ­
ment. 

You CAN HELP 

\ 

Some 400 Minnesotans help the MPCA mea­
sure water quality in their favorite lakes 
t.hrough the Citizen Lake· Monitoring Pro· 
gram. 
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Region II - Brainerd 
1601 Minnesota Street 

Brainerd, MN 56401 
(218) 828-2492 

egion V :..__ Rochester 
:2'116 Campus Drive S.E. 

· · Rochester, MN 55904 
(507) 285-7343 




